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STRONG STS. BALLARAT, at 9.30 a.m. for 
FULL DAY OUTINGS OR AT 1.30 pum. for 

HALF DAY* ; 
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Field Reports: March Meeting 


Frank Harrap 20 Gana-gang Cockatoos seen around Mt 
Helen over the past 3 weeks. This is 
the first sighting for 11 years. 


Lyndsay Fink Gang-ganq Cockatoos also present at 
Meredith. 
Pair of Bralqas at Bingley Swamp. 

Pat Murphy Manna Gum along the old Buninyong Rail 
Reserve, 


John Grequrke Little Whip Snake found at Miners Rest. 


1991 Subscriptions 


— —Simas a 


Please pay your 1991 membership to our Treasurer. 
Florence Williamson, as soon as possible. 


Adult $12 
Family #18 
Distant $6 
Juniour $6 


Newsletter Pastage ‘additional to Membership) $6 


Diary Dates 
April i4th 10am meeting to form "Friends Group" 
for Brolgas, at Mooramong. 


April 17th 8pm Committee meeting at Fe William) 
sons, Ligar St Ballarat. 


A YEAR OF THE TORTOISE 


One of the fascinations of the study of natural 
history is the discovery of new-things,- not 
necessarily new to biology but new to the observer. 
One new thing to us this last season has been ~ 
tortoises. We encountered several tortoises by or 
on the Wimmera Highway, between Mt. Arapiles and 
Edenhope, as we travelled to South Australia last 
Spring. We stopped on a number of occasions to 
remove reptiles which had withdrawn into their 
shells, no doubt hoping that the rest of the 
world would go by,whilst they hogged the crown of 
the road. 


The species which is naturally in this part of 
Australia is the Southern Long-necked tortoise 
(Chelodina longicollis) one of the side necked 
type. The long-neck is associated with small 
bodies of water and creeks but will undertake 
considerable overland migrations in the summer.- 


Shortly after our return, our faithful hound 
was barking her head off at something in the 
gully just above the top dam. Investigation 
revealed a large tortoise, head and limbs with- 
drawn. The dog was taken away and the tortoise 
made a bee-line for the safety of the dam. The 
tortoise is still inhabiting the top dam (March). 


This tortoise is also a long-neck but larger 
than the average 20 - 30cm quoted inthe books. 
( Glapogos here we come!). The creature has been 
seen frequently, floating just beneath the 
surface with head above the water. When disturbed 
the tortoise rapidly sinks with large bubbles 
rising to the surface. No doubt these bubbles ' 
are air expelled to adjust the creature's 
buoyancy. 

Like other reptiles, tortoises regularly 
sun themselvee, our local one uses the north - 
facing bank of the dam, usually during the 
hottest part of the day. However, if disturbed, 


HOWMAN ‘S GAP CAMPOUT. 


The Howman's Gap Campout on Labour Day weekend 
was a most enjoyable and busy time. The Departm 
ment of Youth Sport and Recreation eamp was ar 
ideal venue ~ set in lovely bushland - tallAlpine 
Ash predominating. 104 people present, with a 
Wide choice of excursions on Saturday and Sunday. 

Jill Dawson, who with her Brother owns "Snowline 
Land scapes" nursery, downhill from the camp, 
featuring local plants, was a delightful and very 
informative leader on the Bcology Bxcursion I 
joined on day one. She has a very obvious love 
and understanding for the area ~ it's flora fauna 
and geology. She took us to an area an the High 
Plains that had been fenced off since 194.5 and 
showed the difference in the vegetation where the 
cattle have been denied access. Mt Cope area. The 
snow daisies were one of the most prolific plants 
in the plot, but very scarce in surrounding area 
where they are very popular with the cattle. Even 
explained how the cattle's excretia affects the 
ground. Erosian sets in after the cow pats dry up 
and blow away, as they have burned the vegetation. 

Rain set in at 10.30 am and the temperature 
dropped dramatically and stayed down all day, with 
intermittant showers. Mt Cope is a lovely area. 

Another area of interest was part of the Ski — 
Slopes where the clearing and bulldozing has 
caused erosian. Jill is working with Dr Warwick 
Papps to find solutions to these problems and 
making quite a lot of hesdway. Needle ice lifts 
the particles of soil which are loosened and even 
tually blow away. They have been using Ghewing's 
Fescue for mith With some degree of success - 
also plantins of one of the smaller helichrisms. 

We saw Rope Rush, Richea, Mountain Gentian, 
Olearia phlogopappa, Wahlenbergia gloriosa, 
two or three Orchids and many Snow Daisies, where 
the cattle are fenced out ~- Mosses Ferns and other 
interesting bog areas. Not many flowers left; 

a lovely variety of Grasshoppers were ex®mined 
and their different hsbite explained by our 


knowLedgeable guide in this areafurther on we 

saw Pentachondra pumila, Hymenanthera dentata and 
alpine Celery (wonderful plants), we also sampled 
different berries. Swifts were seen near Rocky 
Valley Dam. 

Day two I joined Helen Curtis’ botany excursion 
taking in Mt McKay, Ruined Castle, Falls Creek, 
Rocky Valley and Bretty Valley Dams. As we started 
up the mountains lots of Leptospermum grandifolium 
Epilobium sp, Senecio linarifo}ia, Olearia phlogo- 
pappa, Helichrysm sterlingii, H. secundiflorum, 
Prostanthera lgsianthus, Oxylobium alpestra and a 
great many more. We found Ruined Castle very int 
eresting with it's tessalated rock areas and here 
a hardy fern similar to the Rock Fern but much 
coarser. Mountain Pine clung to rocks here too. 

Slides were shown and good speakers on the three 
nights and WVFNCA AND VFNCA Meetings conducted 

F.G.W. 


MARCH EXCURSION. 


A&A small group of club members travelled to Evans- 
ford on what turned out to be a perfect Autumn day 
Whilst botanical specimens were hard’ to find 
beceuse of the very dry conditions, it was much 
easier to observe the good numbers of birds both 
on the water and along the shoreline of the Talbot 
Reservoir, approximately two hours was spent on a 
pleasant stroll around the reservoir, during that 
time we were able to see Great Crested Grebes, 
(some of these almost full grown but still in 
juvenile plumage), thirty or so Wood Duck flew off 
at our apptoach together with twelve or more 
Masked Lapwings, the Lapwings being most annoyed 
at being disturbed, White faced Heron and Sacred 
Ibis moved slowly ahead of our group feeding as 
they went, they were joined by a pair of Yellow 
Billed Spoonbills spiralling down out of a clear 
blue sky, Coots were busy feeding in the weed close 
to the waters edge, whilst a pair of Musk Ducks 
were diving continually most likely for small fish 


eS 
or yabbies, below the retaining wall a group of 
White Winged Choughs were busy foraging through 
the litter. 

After a most enjoyable morning the group was 
ready for lunch, during lunch a lone Banded Plover 
moved slowly first feeding on small insects at the 
water's edge, 

After lunch we travelled to Mt Bolton, once 
again the area was very dry, plants and even the 
birds were very scarce, being onlg a few kilometres 
from Mt Beckwith, it might be well worth a visit 
this year in the spring, we scrambled to the 
summit and were rewarded with expansive views of 
the surrounding country side, retracing our steps 
Was almost as hard as the upward climb(refer Avis) 
but were lucky to see a small Swamp Wallaby sitting 
in the shade of a large granite boulder, he posed 
for a few minutes before bounding away into the 
bush, afternoon tea was gladly taken before return- 
ing to Ballabat. 

Some of the more interesting plant found were- 
Senecio lautus, Viola hederacea, Wahlenbergia grac 
gracilis, Isotoma fluviatilus. 


Ken Hammond 
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the tortoise belly-flops back into the water at 
remarkable speed. 


The tortoises are a very ancient group of 
animals which go back 250 million years or more. 
They were very evident during the dinosaur era, 
but survived the events which caused the massive 
extinctions at the end of the Cretaceous period, 
64 million years ago. All the then existing 
families of tortoises still have representatives 
living today. 


Long-necks lay eggs in an excavated hole in 
the mud close to the water in which the parent 
is living. However, parental concern ceases after 
egg laying. The incubation period varies from 100 
to200 days when young tortoises, about the size of 
a twenty cent coin, go off to face the world on .- 
their own. ik 


The long-necked tortoise is mainly carnivorous ¢ 
which probably explains the absence of tadpoles 
in the top dam this year. kD 3 


MEMBERS NIGHT MARCH MEETING 


Again we saw the many and varied places and 
interesting trips done by our members, also a tape 
of Frog calls, this was an interesting night. 

New Zealand was the place shown by Lyndsay Fink 
both Islands and some birds as well as the scenery. 
Ken Hammond went first to the Flinders Ranges. 
the Coorong, Narracoorte and some Cape barren 

Geese 

Florence Williamson went to Port PhillipBay 
for the Gannets then to Robe S.A. Wyperfield and 
an Bmu an chicksLaanecoorie, Howmans Gap and 
Mt Mckay 

Allen N.T. where we saw some very good slides 
many birds a Crocodile's nest and some Arnham 
Land paintings, also a collection of snakes and 
a Frill Necked Lizard 

This was as good a collection of slides as I have 
seen. Congratulation to all who partook. 


L.Fe 


” 
ike Wombat State Forest shows evidence of multiple-use management for several 
ecades. The old stump in the foreground is a relic of harvesting in the gold- 
mining era. : 


Photo—Forests Commission 


BOTANICAL NOTES 


Genus Common Name 
X Phalaris Phalaris 
( mostly P. Toowoomba Can- 
aquatica } ary grass 
Poa X Meadow grass 


Tussock grass 


Stipa Sp ear grasses 


( over 300 spp. 
In aust. 61 


spp. ) 

Theneda Kangaroo grass 
Garlic. Ih. 

australis) 

Vulpia next month 


continued 


Usually found 


Important pasture 
grass. Widespread 
on roadsides. 


Meadow g. or dint= 

er g. - annual weed in 
cardens. 

Tussock g. - coarse, 
densely tufted g. in 
forests and uncult- 
ivated areas.. 

Usually ‘found"warm- 

er areas - a few in 
western district. 

Of some value in the 
dry interior, but the 
long awns are a threat 
to livestock ( and to 
Wools * 

Fairly widespread 

on roadsides if not 
grazed or mown. 


Genera of the Grass Samily ( Poaceae ) 
from March News Sheet 


Major plant characteristics 


Perennial with rhizome, 
glabrous. In late summer inf. 
borne on long culms uto 1s m. 
Inf. a cylindrical panicle. 
Base of shoots aften reddish 
when torn or bruised. 

Small glabrous plants, leaf 

blades flat. Panicle open. 


coarse perennial. Leaf blades 
scavrous ( rough to touch ) 
Flowering culms up to120 cm. 


Tufted or spreading perennislis 
( rarely annuals ). Lemma has 
a very prominent awn which may 


be long, rough and twisted.) 


Erect, glabrous, tussocky per- 
ennial with culms to 1m. 
Fanicle loose, sometimes purp- 
lish. Spikelets in aggregates 
of 7 ( only the central one 
produces a seed. fy 


